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to allow everyone to conduct himself with prudence, and in safety; so
in thought and speculation there are definite boundaries, such that h&
wfeo attains to them is certain. Nay, so certain is he that rightly,
ivhen anything else in which others wish to attempt to push farther is
either in a desperate case or wholly lost, lie prudently and safely falls
in with the maxim: 'No further, nothing too muck.' But you say,
' the glory is not a common one, viz. that of moving forivard the
boundaries of knowledge and forcing a passage which no one in the
centuries behind us has attempted'.' Certainly no praise would be too
high for you, but to secure it you must effect your journey without
coming to grief. Wherefore:

Reply 5. There is an error of defect. That is to say, in
straining too far it fails altogether. I wish to take you alone as
witness, you alone as judge. What have you accomplished with all
your magnificent appliances ? Of ichat avail has been that pompous
renunciation, so universal and so liberal, that you haw not spared
yourself anything indeed except the well-worn maxim I think, I am,
I am a thinking thing ? / call it well worn, nay so familiar even
to the common herd, that no one since tJie beginning of the world
has been found to doubt it even in the least degree, much less to
demand seriously of himself a proof that he is, exists, thinks, and
is a thinking thing. Consequently no one will give you any thanks,
and quite rightly too, unless perhaps we take into account what I do
in virtue of my friendship and singular good-will towards you, in
approving of your sustained effort to confer a benefit on the human
race, and praising your attempt.

Reply 6. Your Method commits the common error of which it
convicts remaining systems. Thus it is astonished that all mortals
affirm and assert with such unimpaired confidence: ' I have a head,
I possess eyes,' etc. Yet it is not astonished at itself saying ivith
equal confidence: ' I have not a head,7 etc.

Reply 7. It has a vice peculiar to itself. Thus to the belief
held with a certain amount of assurance (a sufficient amount} by
other men: '1 Jiave a head, body exists, mind exists,' it with a
design peculiar to itself opposes the contrary: ' / have not a head,
there is no body, no mind, not only as certain but as so certain that it
can be taken as the foundation of an accurate Metaphysic. In fact
it rests its weight on this so muck that if you remove this prop it
falls to the ground.

Reply 8.   Imprudence is one of its errors.    Thus it does not
notice that 'doubtful* is like a two-edged sword; while avoiding
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